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Parenting support and family learning This area has been identified through the Core Offer Reviews as needing strengthening if schools are to demonstrate they are providing this consistently and in a structured way they can show evidence for. Signposting is now firmly in place through the Information Stands and link people in each school, but more structured pieces of work need to be developed around. 


Groupwork - The guidance refers to structured groupwork based on recognised Parenting Programmes, and more robust signposting of vulnerable families to enable them to engage. 


Family Learning - Opportunities for parents and carers to learn alongside their children. Although some schools provide this, many do only at a very basic level e.g. parents coming to special celebration events, and this may not be enough to meet the core offer in the future. The roll out of Family Nights is a main piece of work which would underpin this. much has been learned from the pilots this year and this can be built on. Trinity Youth are willing to take the lead on this work and the fundraising for it.

















Swift and Easy Access: Ongoing support around CAF and links to the Bedlington FACT Team and other multi agency partners are key to schools being able to meet this part of the core offer. The current gaps are: 


more multi agency meetings - building on the examples of multi agency groups that are working well in some schools where those agencies who are all working with particular families meet on a regular basis to plan work and avoid duplication.


Bedlington Inclusion Project -\A major piece of work looking to address gaps identified by schools and other agencies around early intervention, particularly behaviour and attendance issues. looking at examples of good practice and success, such as BEST, BIP and The Gatehouse at Bedlington High, work will be developed based on elements of these that can be developed into the Bedlington Partnership Schools.











Wrap around childcare :  Other agencies, such as NCC’s Early Years and Childcare, have overall responsibility for ensuring there is sufficient childcare in the area so the main extended services priority is to liaise and work closely with them. The current gaps are around a “Safe place to be” for children over 11 - Although there is a sufficiency of childcare and after schools activities to meet the core offer, the need for middle and high schools to provide a safe place before and after school to be may need to be strengthened through some structured work following a more though assessment of any current gaps.





 











Activities and study support : Schools are already providing sufficient before and after school activities to meet local demand, evidenced by the consultation we have undertaken. This also showed there was a low demand for school holiday activities so the provision programme offered by Wansbeck District Council currently meets this fully, and schools signpost to this by giving information booklets out with the extended services newsletter before holiday periods. The current gaps are:


Study Support activities : The reviews with individual schools showed that the provision of focused study support out of curriculum time needs to be strengthened so making this a priority piece of work next year will enable schools to provide more robust ways of evidencing this. 


Consultation with children showed innovative approaches are needed, maybe by embedding study support in more “appealing” activities.


5 hours of sport and  5 hours of cultural activity per week for all children and young people:  This is a new requirement that schools should be working towards or signposting to. Other people, for example Sports Development,  Sports Partnership, Cultural services and other local arts, drama and music organisations are also working on this so joint approaches, projects and signposting can be developed. 











How work priorities are identified for our Partnership Plan 





Work is identified primarily to meet gaps that are preventing schools meeting the full core offer, or where evidence this year may not be robust enough in the future to meet more stringent monitoring. The priorities last year in this respect were structured consultation with all stakeholders, and making sure schools had enough information to signpost parents to childcare, activities, parenting support, specialist services and adult learning, and while these are now firmly in place they will need to be continued and embedded if the core offer is to continue to be met by schools next year.    
































Partnership Plan Summary 2008 -2009





  This years work priorities were informed by consultation with: 


First school children ( Summer 07) , 


Parents and carers (Dec 07)


Schools,  through  Extended Services audits (Dec 06) and core offer review meetings (Dec 07), and input through Heads representatives at Steering Group meetings


Wider stakeholders through Networking Events ( April 07, May 07, and Oct 08) plus local multi agency forums. 
































Community Access and Adult Learning : Producing the school sites directory and signposting through the information stands has mainly met this part of the core offer. The current gaps are:  Raise awareness of local providers and courses available, and work can  also be undertaken with the Open Learning Centre, which is a Bedlington Partnership resource, to ensure schools are more aware of what they can provide and strengthen links e.g. an open day event in the autumn term.  





      



































Some overarching priorities are:  





Consultation with Middle and High school students 


This is an outstanding priority from last year and needs to be completed to enable these schools to demonstrate they have consulted fully on extended services


Bedlingtonshire High School working with Student Voice / peer mentors to develop extended services consultation with High School and all Middle schools.





Partnership training


Training around the TDA toolkit which is a planning tool for schools which includes extended services planning, which fits into existing school improvement planning.  The need for this has been identified by schools and the audit and reviews have been used as a stop gap way of recording current gaps until the toolkit comes into place. 


Follow up to CAF training – after our successful partnership approach this model is now used in other partnerships, and follow up workshops and support around CAF will  further embed CAF   



































A new phase of Extended Services…..





A new team of Extended Services staff will be in place this year to deliver our new Partnership Plan.





For more details, check out our website at bedlingtonextendedservices.org.uk  or contact Kieran McGrane at Bedlington Community High School on 01670 822625.
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