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Parenting support and family learning : Though Schools often support parents informally, this is restricted by staff time, lack of information on local family support 


   services, traditional barriers around parents engaging with school, and  lack of space 


  and funding for groupwork. Where school buses and taxis are used, and as children get older, there is less day to day contact with parents. On consultation, developing parent support is a high priority for schools, but less so for parents, so work needs to be done through the Parent Support Partner to find out what will engage parents best. 











Swift and easy referral: There is now more emphasis on developing early intervention in school, e.g. inclusion / learning mentor schemes, provision mapping    


 and ‘whole school’ approaches.  Schools and families find referrals to specialist services are often a long and ineffective process – this is not about individuals    


  but lack of resources, and different understandings about roles, systems and policies. 


   Intergrated FACT teams, and increasing multi agency working between schools and both statutory and voluntary / community agencies and schools should improve this.  








Wrap around childcare :  Generally, on consultation families request more childcare.  However, current uptake of registered childcare in the area is very


    low, leading to the closure of well established local wraparound provision - there may   


   be a lack of information on what is available, or families needs are now being met through before and after schools activities. Strategic approaches  and partnership working between schools and other providers is needed avoid further duplication. There are only 2 rooms in the whole area registered for crèches, and non in schools.   


 





Between September and December 2006 an audit was carried out with all schools in the area, and with a wide range of other services and organisations based in the community. Several themes and issues emerged, which we need to bear in mind as we work together to develop Extended Services in the Bedlington area. 





General issues include the need for a participative approach so provision matches the needs of families, is what they will engage with., and is sustainable. Development should build on and remodel existing local provision, so that through partnership work schools can be part of a strong networked group of providers who work together, pool resources and expertise, and avoid unnecessary duplication. 





Some specific issues are listed on the right.





  You will be kept in touch through…..





   …. being actively involved as the work develops!





   …. our website, which will be live soon. 





   …. termly newsletters, which will go to all   


         families, school staff / governors, and   


         organisations in the area.





Activities and study support :  Most school offer a wide range of before and after schools activities and clubs at lunchtime, including sports, ICT, and arts, but mainly relies on the goodwill of staff to provide this, with very little external resourcing. Schools  


    often don’t have information about other local provision that they could signpost to , 


    or of external organisations they could potentially work in partnership with to provide new activities. Some schools offer some study support, and most prioritise developing this further. Bus / shared taxi transport times sometimes restrict what can be provided. 








Mapping out what is available in schools and across the area now, and  identifying the needs and gaps.





Developing an Action Plan with each individual school, with termly follow up meetings.





Hosting a Networking Event  for each of the 5 elements of the core offer, to draw together a wide range of stakeholders to explore issues and needs across the partnership area. 





Following this up with an Action Plan to address issues and develop joint work as appropriate.





Developing effective ways of sharing information, communicating and involving all stakeholders.





Enabling children, young people and parents / carers to participate in identifying need and developing services. 





Identifying “potentially less engaged” families and developing a strategy to ensure access to core offer





Developing and piloting innovative pieces of work to address aspects of the core offer.  





























We will do this by…..
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Community access and adult learning : Apart from the High School, which has a 


    well established adult learning centre, few schools provide any adult learning on site, 


     and do not have the space, crèche facilities and funding to provide them. Most do 


             not have information on local provision to signpost parents to, or develop joint               


              with. Although some school sites are used for and range of external activities 


      outside school hours, Governors have insufficient information around the legal, 


       management and accountability issues to feel confident in developing this further. 


        feel confident to develop this further at this stage. 
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This is a summary of our Partnership Plan and Networking Events reports.  For more information Contact Helen Whitaker, Extended Services Coordinator, on 01670 822714 











